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On Aug. 12, a congressional commission recommended the dismissal of Oswaldo Ramos Soto,
president of the Supreme Court of Justice, on charges of corruption. According to a commission
spokesperson, Ramos Soto had overdrawn his public official expense account by approximately
$200,000. The commission based its recommendation on a report prepared by the Comptroller
General which indicated that Ramos Soto diverted funds from the budget for his presidential
candidacy campaign. He also employed unauthorized personnel, including journalists, secretaries
and porters. Bishop Luis Santos asserted that Ramos Soto had given military personnel implicated
in irregular activities preferential treatment because as a presidential candidate, he "doesn't want
to fall out of favor with the armed forces." Ramos Soto denied the accusations, and claimed the
investigation was politically motivated. He noted that polls show him as the favorite for the next
presidential elections. President of the national congress, Rodolfo Irias Navas, also an aspirant to
the presidency, was reportedly behind charges levied against him. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE,
08/12/91; AFP, 08/12/91, 08/21/91)
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